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Gifts from the Heart Update

.

Pam Williams, outgoing Vice President, Human Care
What a great convention we had! I dare say it was a
mountain top experience for me! The Human Care
Committee spent many hours sorting and counting the
items brought to support Camp Luther and Jesus Our
Savior Preschool/afterschool program. Thank you for
your generosity! I know that many of you contributed
to a local group in your area and that is wonderful. I
want to give a final report on the Gifts from the Heart.
Items:
1,973
Cash:
$ 980
Gift cards: $2,198
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! This will
help the two recipients continue to share God’s love
and the gift of life through His Son, Jesus Christ.
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President
Crystal Miller
7794 Greenleaf Drive
LaVista, NE 68128
402.290.0190
ccmiller@unmc.edu

Pure Purple Crystal

Now is the Time!
Wow – what a wonderful experience to lead a district convention! Now is the Time to be thankful for
all of the bounty that came from the convention. Bounty through the Gifts of the Heart that were brought
to support the ministry at Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Pre-School and after school program at Winnebago
and Camp Luther. Bounty in the offerings collected - $5,446.16 for the Nebraska North District LWML
Mites Goal, $3,711.25 for Lutheran High Northeast, $2,190.31 for Mission Central and $2,190.31 for the
Nebraska North District LWML Scholarship Fund. Bounty in our new Mites Fund Raisers – $3,088.00 in the
Purple Silent Auction and $4,227.08 with the LWML Rock-a-Thon. Bounty in having a full slate of officer
candidates willing to Serve the Lord with Gladness during the next biennium on the Board of Directors.
Please welcome the new officers: Vice President of Christian Life – LaDonna Stanoschek, Vice President of
Communications – Suzy Awe, Vice President of Human Care – Peg Kumm, Recording Secretary – Karla
Koehler, Financial Secretary – Shelley Freudenburg and Jr. Pastoral Counselor – Rev. Barry Williams. We
are blessed to have these talented people leading us in the works God has given the Nebraska North
LWML to do. Bounty in the new mission grants that were chosen for funding. Bounty in the encouraging
words which have been shared with me, as well as the wonderful suggestions for what we could be doing
better.
Now is the Time to look forward into the next biennium and see what God has planned for the
Nebraska North LWML. Your Board of Directors will be gathering in retreat soon to plan for the next two
years. We will plan special events, we will plan for the next district convention, and we will plan the best
way to serve our Lord where he has placed us.
We’ll also be planning for the 75th Anniversary of the LWML – celebrating in Albuquerque at the
National Convention and celebrating at our next District Convention. We’ll be planning for another joint
servant event with the ladies from Nebraska South District LWML. We’ll be planning for a District Retreat.
God has big plans for the Nebraska North LWML – and one of our goals, as leadership, is to do the work
God has planned ahead of Time for us to do. Another of our goals is to meet the national LWML Mites
Goal and to meet the Nebraska North District Mites Goal so that others can partner with our Mission Grant
recipients to share the love of Jesus to the world.

Smile!!
Move a little that way!
Wait, just 1 more!!
Proud parents & sponsors!
Must get this picture for posterity – or at least for
the scrapbook!
President Crystal with YWR and Teens
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Same Old Routine??

Time to Reflect

Well, the convention is over, so we can all go back to our
same old routine, right?
VP Christian Life
We had our “mountain
LaDonna Stanosheck
top” moments while we
701 N. Maple
were there. Now we
Osmond, NE 68765
402-748-3843
can just go back to the
lmstano@gmail.com
same things we have
been doing, right? But have they been working? Should
we try to make some changes? Could we do things
differently than before?

This is the time to reflect on the past two years
and look forward to the next couple years! We
have the
VP Gospel Outreach
funds to
Betty Poppe
pay the
1380 County Road C
Scribner, NE 68507
last grants
402- 333-6953
from the
betlowpop@yahoo.com
past
biennium
and are now preparing to pay for the mission
grants selected for years 2016-2018. Thanks be
to God and may His name be glorified through
each and every grant.

As your new VP of Christian Life, my job is to help all of us
in the district to grow in our Christian Life. Our
convention speakers encouraged us to realize that the
time really is now. We can’t wait … until the kids are
grown, or the job slows down or we retire, or a million
other reasons. We must grow spiritually as individuals
and as a nation. To do that, we must access all the
resources we can – our own Bibles, devotionals, Bible
studies, etc. Our national LWML has these resources
available and I will try to help all zones utilize those
resources. There are so many great things to get from
their website or catalog. But it starts with our time. Take
some time ... to pray throughout the day, to read a
devotion, to read your Bible, to do the work God has for
us, while it is day.
I “borrowed” the purpose statement below from the
“Planning Zone”.

The LWML convention was packed with
information, guidance, and joy. The delegates
selected eight mission grant projects which came
to exactly $58,000. The first of these to be paid
($10,000) will go to Mission Central for a
current missionary need as designated at the time
of the grant payment. We will continue to pay
for the eight selected projects as mite funds are
available.
It was a pleasure to spend time with so many
ladies at convention – to pray, sing, laugh, and
learn together. Our LWML mission – that each
woman is assisted to “affirm her relationship
with the Triune God so that she is enabled to
use her gifts in ministry to the people of the
world” – was clearly seen and felt. Thank you
Lord for this opportunity and blessing! Amen.

As we attend our fall rallies or any LWML event, may each
LWML member:
Past and Current Presidents at Convention
experience growth in their Christian faith;
l to r, standing: Marianne Slama, Monique Wolske,
become more mission minded;
Lorna Hollman, Crystal Miller, Virginia VonSeggern,
have their hearts opened and be receptive to
Janyce Warneke
participating in mission service;
l to r, seated: Gwen Lindberg, Carol Rethwisch
develop and nurture Christian friendship;
receive motivation and mentoring necessary to
become leaders of tomorrow, and
develop “mission eyes” that are open to recognizing
and discovering mission opportunities locally and
globally.

Pen Pointers
Send all news items and sharp color or black and
white photos to:
Linda Dammann, 1115 Carriage Rd., Papillion, NE
68046-2803 (402) 290-4524 llssddam1@gmail.com

Leaguer deadline: October 1, 2016
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The TIME is Now
Time is a precious commodity. Time is finite—once it’s used, you cannot get it back. There are only 60
seconds in a minute, 60 minutes in an hour, and 24 hours in a day. A recent research poll published in the
Social Psychological & Personality Science Journal found that “Americans who want more time in their lives
are happier than those who want more money…Across a range of surveys and experiments involving more than
4,400 people, researchers at UCLA and the Wharton School found that nearly two-thirds of respondents said
they’d prefer having more money over more time. But the people who opted for more time were happier with
their lives.” (http://www.denverpost.com/2016/06/11/time-or-money-what-makes-people-happiera/).
Time is also important in the lives of Christians and in the eyes of God. Everything is done according to His
good and gracious will for us, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.”
(Rom. 5:6) “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the
law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” (Gal. 4:4-5)
The LWML North District Convention theme on June 17-18 in Norfolk was John 9:4, “We must work the works
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.” God put us here in this place, at
this time, for His purposes as King Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 3,
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
Pastoral
heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time
Counselor's
to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to
Message
break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
Pastor David Feddern
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a
913 N. State Highway 11
Atkinson, NE 68713
time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain
402-925-2742
revfed@hotmail.com
from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a
time to cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep
silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.”
Make the most of the time God has granted you, to “tell people about Jesus,” to gather your mites for service in
God’s kingdom, and to support the Mission Grants adopted for the 2016-2018 biennium.

"For Such a Time as This"
For Such a Time as This....a title for a poem I found as I was
going through old LWML quarterlies fits our theme for our past
convention. In 1950, this was the theme for the Central District of
LWML and the poem was written Ruth Heinery of Bremen, IN.

ArchivistHistorian

Jeanette Groppe
650 Bridge St. Box 216
Scribner, NE 68057
402.664.2430
jmygrop@yahoo.com

Due to copyright I cannot reprint the poem but the essence of the poem was" for such a time as this" it is in all
times and all places.
Give me faith, take my hand, show me the way, teach me to pray, give me patience, a trusting heart, cause
sinful doubts and worry fade, give me patience and peace, fill me with hope, Thy will be done, take my life and
make it Yours.....for such a time as this. These were some of the requests in the prayers Mrs. Heinery wrote.
We can add to those pleas, guide us in stepping forth in your word, witnessing to those we meet, whether it be
family, friends or strangers. Teach us to let go of our fears and rely solely on you. Now is the time.
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Financial Report
Quarter 1, April - June, 2016
Miscellaneous Offerings for Quarterlies/Leaguers
Columbus Christ Ladies Aid LWMLL ........................................ $315.00
Columbus, Peace LWML ........................................................... 630.00
North Bend St Peters Sisters ...................................................... 110.00
Plattsmouth, First Lutheran......................................................... 137.50
Elkhorn, Lord of Life
............................................................. 50.00
Omaha, King of Kings
............................................................. 35.00
Osmond, Immanuel LWML ......................................................... 192.50
Plainview, Zion Priscillas ............................................................. 82.50
Pilger, St John LA/LWML ........................................................... 117.50
West Point, St. Paul LWML .......................................................... 70.00

TOTAL QUARTERLY/LEAGUER OFFERINGS .............. $1,740.00

Send your mites to:
Shelley Freudenburg
700 W Omaha Ave., Ste B
Norfolk, NE 68701
Shell844@telebeep.com
Please include the voucher.

National 2015-2017 Biennium
Mission Goal: $2 million
Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry ........................................ $50,000
Disaster Response Trailers .......................................................... $80,000
Cancer Care Packages — Phil's Friends ...................................... $50,000
Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings ................................... $120,000
Redeeming Life Maternity Home .............................................. $100,000
Hope and Healing to the Navajo People ...................................... $75,000
Outreach in Refugee Camps — Lebanon .................................... $72,000
Lutheran Family Services Healthy Families ................................ $60,000
LCMS Global Seminary Initiative ............................................. $100,000
Training Teachers and Leaders .................................................. $100,000
Opportunities in Uganda ............................................................ $100,000
"In Their Hands and Upon Their Hearts" .................................... $50,000
"We Are God's Workmanship" .................................................... $32,500
Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel ........................ $100,000
Helping Hands Initiative ............................................................ $100,000
Deaconess Training ..................................................................... $90,000
Lutheran Youth Corps ................................................................. $25,000
Providing Hope for Detroit ........................................................ $100,000
Rosa Young Academies (Partial)............................................ $14,063.94

Calendar of Events
Officer Transition Meeting, Tilden, Ne ..... August 20, 2016
Fall Rallies ................................ September – October 2016
Ainsworth .................................................................. TBA
Columbus, Peace Columbus ............................ October 9
Fremont, Cedar Bluffs ...................................... October 2
Norfolk ....................................................................... TBA
Omaha, Tri Zone ......................................................... TBA
Plainview .................................................................... TBA
Wayne, Immanuel Lutheran, Laurel, 9:30a ... October 11
Theme: Here Am I, Send Me. Speaker Jana Ingelhart
West Point ................................................................. TBA
BOD Retreat, Camp Luther ................ October 21–23, 2016
National LWML Conv, Albuquerque, NM .June 22-25, 2017
NE North District Conv, Norfolk, NE ...... June 15 – 16, 2018
National LWML Conv, Birmingham, AL .....June 27-30, 2019
National LWML Conv, Lexington, KY.........June 24-27, 2021

Memorials
Deloras Strasheim
Norfolk Our Savior Lutheran ..................... $10.00
Janet Ristow & Myrna Beaseley
Bellevue Pilgrim .......................................... 50.00
Betsy Klein
Jeanette Marshall & Madeline Loewe ....... 200.00
Mark & Monica Ebmeier's 25th anniversary
Immanuel Lutheran Laurel .......................... 10.00
Charlotte Larson
Columbus Christ Lutheran Ladies Aid ......... 10.00
Luetta Asche
Columbus Christ Lutheran Ladies Aid ......... 10.00
Avalon Unkel
Battle Creek St. Johns Ladies Aid............... 10.00
Ruth Marking
Adeline M Sahs .......................................... 20.00
Marlene Cook
Orchard St. Paul LA/LWML......................... 25.00
Ethel Arens
West Point St Paul LWML .......................... 10.00
Viola Kuester
West Point St Paul LWML .......................... 10.00
Delores Tonges
West Point St Paul LWML .......................... 10.00
Ruth Marking
Schuyler First Trinity LA & LWML ............... 15.00

TOTAL MEMORIALS ............................................................ $390.00

Mite Offerings
Convention offerings to Mites ............................................ $13,168.21
Mites ................................................................................... 11,373.01
Special Offering..................................................................... 1,838.96
TOTAL MITES .................................................................. $26,380.18

Miscellaneous Income
Special Offerings
........................................................... $12.20
District Convention
Offerings
........................................................ 8,091.87
T-shirts
........................................................... 483.00
Other (registrations) ...................................................... 18,850.25
Transfer from LCEF ........................................................... 575.00
Gifts from the Heart ........................................................... 265.00
Store Sales
........................................................ 1,208.35
Payment in Kind to Mites......................................................... (59.31)
TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS .............................................. $29,485.67
TOTAL RECEIPTS ........................................................... $57,995.85
Interest (April - June) ............................................................... 3.65
TOTAL QUARTER 1 RECEIPTS ...................................... $57,999.50

District Mission Grant Goal for 2016 – 2018 ........ $87,000
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Mission Central Current Missionary Need –
The Time is Now ......................................................... $10,000
At Ease – Ministry for Veterans, Active Military
and their Loved Ones .................................................. $10,000
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank.................... $6,000
Widow’s Self Employment Project – Milk Society ......... $2,000
Columbus Lutheran Hispanic Ministry ........................ $10,000
Spanish Bibles with Small Catechism for the
Americas ....................................................................... $7,500
Professional Church Workers in Crisis Retreat ............. $3,500
Camp Luther Mission Leader Development .................. $9,000

2016-2017 Scholarships .................................................... $14,500
2017-2018 Scholarships .................................................... $14,500
Young Women Representatives
District Youth Gathering Servant Event Support .................. $2,016
Teen LWML
Camp Luther – His Kids Scholarships for Campers ................ $216
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New Officers
Vice President of Communications ............................. Suzy Awe, South Sioux City
Vice President of Human Care ................................................ Peg Kumm, Wausa
Vice President of Christian Life ............................ LaDonna Stanosheck, Osmond
Recording Secretary .............................................................Karla Koehler, Wausa
Financial Secretary ................................................. Shelley Freudenburg, Norfolk
Pastoral Counselor ................................................. Rev. Barry Williams, Madison
Nominating Committee: Chair Monique Wolske, Tilden; Cassandra Splittgerber,
Schuyler; Marianne Slama, Scribner; Janyce Warneke, Plainview; and Rhonda
Sebade, Wayne.

Purple Silent Auction
I have had some people request a receipt for income tax purposes for their donation for the purple silent
auction. If you will notify me and get me your
correct mailing address or e-mail address, I will
send a letter to you stating you donated to the
silent auction and what you donated.
The letter will not state the value of the item.
That will be up to you. When you file with
IRS, you must list the purchased value not the
purchase price at the time of the silent auction.
Jeanette Groppe
650 Bridge St
Scribner NE 68057
jmygrop@yahoo.com
402-664-2430 (home)
402-720-7054 (cell)

Greetings from the Financial Secretary
I am very humbled to have been elected to be your Financial Secretary. I am also excited to be able to
spend more time with many of you whom I have met throughout the years.
It was so great to be able to be at convention. The one thing that really stuck with me was “be intentional
about your mite giving.” I have always hand my mite box in my bedroom, but now I have it in my kitchen
on the windowsill so I see it more often and can pray more often for those that are blessed by our mites.
Jan did mention also that she has found that more “paper” money will fit into the mite box verses change –
just a thought!
Please start sending your vouchers to my address now as referred to in Karla’s article. If you do have
questions, my home number is 402-371-9481 and my email is shell844@telebeep.com.
I would like to thank Karla Koehler so much for her time and knowledge with me during this transition and
ask for your prayers and patience as I learn this new position in the LWML.
In HIS Service, Shelley Freudenburg
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Reflections on Convention
Wow! What an honor and privilege to serve as an officer during this
last convention. I had the joy of counting your offerings! God is
going to do mighty things with our monetary donations. Here are the
amounts we have received as of the end of June:
1. Offering #1 (Nebraska North Mites Goal)
2. Offering #2 (Lutheran High Northeast)
3. Offering #3 (Scholarships/Mission Central)

$5,466.16
$3,711.25
$4,380.62

We also raised $3,088.00 from the Silent Auction, $4,227.08 from the
Rock-a-Thon, $134.92 from the donations for the drawing of JC
Penney’s gift cards, $157.55 from the YWR Purse Activity, and $65.55
from the sale of decorations. All of these amounts will be put towards
mites. In total there was $13,168.21 raised for mites either in offering
or other activities. In total there was $21,260.08 for mites and
offerings. Praise God for all of you and all that you contributed!!
Even though I spent a lot of time counting, recording & getting money
to the bank and not always in the convention hall, I was blessed
throughout the convention activities. I especially was moved by our
speakers and our entertainment. Our theme, “The Time Is Now” really
hit home as we pondered our current circumstances and environment.
We must share God’s love and his promises of salvation and make a
difference wherever we are planted!! We must not hesitate. We can
do something every day to further the kingdom of God. We can pray,
we can encourage, we do small acts of kindness, we can laugh & we
can cry with whomever God has in our lives.
During convention I laughed, cried and grew closer in my relationship
with Christ and you my fellow sisters. It never ceases to amaze me
how much a small army of women can do! The Gifts from the Heart area was overflowing and many items
were completed during the servant activities. Many of these servant activities could easily be done during Zone
or Society times. I encourage you to incorporate service and entities that would benefit from donations of your
time, talents, and treasurers as well as your fellow congregational members.
My favorite part of convention was getting to speak with many of
you individually. It was wonderful to connect with all of you! I
especially enjoy putting a face to a name. I encourage you to
introduce yourself to our new Financial Secretary, Shelley
Freudenburg. Don’t forget to send your vouchers and monies to
her. You can still use the vouchers with my name just remember to
mail them to her. There will be new vouchers printed and
disbursed to you later this fall. Shelley’s address is:
Shelley Freudenburg
LWML Nebraska North District Financial Secretary
700 W Omaha Ave., Ste B,
Norfolk, NE 68701
Shell844@telebeep.com
Thank you again for the opportunity to serve as Financial Secretary and now as Recording Secretary. Don’t
forget my contact information is: PO Box 35, Wausa, NE 68786, my home phone number is 402-586-2301, and
my email is k3koehler@gmail.com. Have a safe and blessed autumn! Yours in Christ, Karla Koehler
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Convention Banners
Pam Williams, outgoing Vice President, Human Care
A synopsis of the banner donations:
Ainsworth Zone: Mt. Zion Lutheran Church in Mountlake Terrace, WA, a
suburb of Seattle. They had a fire last May, 2015 and just finished the
restoration and rededication of their sanctuary. The accidental fire required
their worshipping elsewhere for most of the year. This is a suburb of Seattle.
Columbus Zone: Waiting for a church or ministry to receive their banner.
Fremont Zone: Far Rockaway Ministry, Queens Burrough, NYC. This is a
social ministry outreach that had its beginning from Superstorm Sandy. Far
Rockaway Queens is one of the largest poverty areas of NY. It has a long
history from A-list actors to the projects and displacement of the poor.
Because of its proximity to the water, the Superstorm flooded the entire area.
The banner arrived to the district office during the synod convention and I
talked with the District President. He is very excited and can’t wait to go and
present the banner himself!
Norfolk Zone: Waiting for a church or ministry to receive their banner.
Omaha North: They donated their banner to Peace International in Omaha.
Omaha South: St. Paul Lutheran Church in Hamel, IL suffered a fire in
November 2013 that started in a furnace room. The resulting smoke damage
kept them out of the sanctuary for months. They have since refurbished the
interior of their church, rewired it and updated the HVAC and plumbing
systems.
Omaha West: Their banner went to a local ministry in Omaha called Abide
Ministry.
Plainview Zone: Zion Lutheran Church in Delmont SD. The building and
most contents were destroyed by the tornado of Mother’s Day 2015. They
are rebuilding, and a nice new banner would be most welcomed, I’m sure,
per the District President!
Wayne Zone: Waiting for a church or ministry to receive their banner.
West Point Zone: An F4 tornado hit the church on November 17, 2013. The
storm hit shortly after noon. No one was in the building. The tornado was
already a killer, having struck a home outside New Minden and taking the
lives of an elderly brother and sister. The storm appeared headed for the heart
of New Minden when it veered north. A convenience store and several stores
were destroyed on the west side of the highway before the twister crossed the
highway and hit the church, damaged the parsonage and uprooted headstones
in the cemetery. The church has gone through extensive renovations and the
dedication for its replacement organ was in April or early May. This was the
third tornado to hit St. John Lutheran Church since 1897. Banner was
donated to St. John Lutheran Church.
The main convention banner was donated to St. John, Pilger.
Thank you to each zone for the time and creativity that you put into making
your banner! The Time is Now and we have shared the love of Christ with
people who are in need. Remember to be on the lookout for a neighbor, coworker, the checkout person at the store or a family member with whom you
can share a smile and a word of faith.
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