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Pajama Prayer Party!
Did you get to join us in
2016 for the Days for Girls
Event? If you did – you know
what a wonderful time in
service we spent with the women of the Nebraska South
LWML. Our day of service was such a blessing to
everyone who attended that we have decided to have
another day of service in 2017. SAVE THE DATE:
APRIL 22, 2017 – and join us for the Pajama Prayer Party!
We will be sewing pajamas for Bright Horizons (which is
a shelter for battered women) and for Lutheran Family
Services (for their Foster Child program). We’ll also be
doing some other things for Lutheran Family Services and
sewing developmental hearts for premature babies in
Nebraska’s NICUs. The hearts will be made with the
leftovers from the fabric for the pajamas.
Deaconess Jessica Feldman and LWML Member Elaine
Nelson will be leading us in Bible study. We’ll have a
little breakfast and lunch and we’ll have time for
fellowship while we sew.
So what can you do now to prepare? Purchase 2 yards of
flannel fabric and a matching t-shirt. Below you will find
the size your zone has been assigned:
 Ainsworth – Kid’s size – 5-8 and Women’s size – small
and medium
 Columbus – Kids size 8-12 and women’s size – large
 Fremont – Kids Size 2T – 4T and women’s size x-large
 Norfolk – Kids size 14-16 and women's size xx-large
 Omaha North, South and West – pajamas for newborn12 months (we will not sew those) and women’s sizes
x-large
 Plainview – Kids Sizes 8-12 and women’s size xx-large
 Wayne – Kids sizes 5-8 and women’s sizes xxx-large
 West Point – Kids sizes 14-16 and women’s sizes xlarge
Registration information will be in the Spring Leaguer –
so for now – plan to attend, gather your fabric (flannel),
t-shirts, hygiene kits, and join us in service on April 22nd.

Praise God from whom all blessings
flow...

Praise is a word used for communicating. It
shows our Lord how much we appreciate all
that He has done for us. "Praise the LORD, all
nations! Extol him, all peoples! For great is his
steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of
the LORD
endures
forever.
Praise the
VP Communications
LORD!"
Suzy Awe
3018 Julia Circle
Psalms 117
South Sioux City, NE 68776
encourages
sawe@frontiernet.net
everyone to
praise the
Lord. We can't help but tell of God's faithfulness. The psalmist doesn't mention how it will
affect, offend or make uncomfortable the people
around him when he praises God. He. Just.
Does. It. You may know someone with whom
you can start the conversation. The
conversation about beliefs, religion or faith can
open a door to share what you believe. Even a
conversation about recipes or quilts may lead to
an invitation to church or an LWML event.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. It is
He who puts us in those places and
opportunities. Share His love, be Women in
Mission.
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President
Crystal Miller
7794 Greenleaf Drive
LaVista, NE 68128
402.290.0190
ccmiller@unmc.edu

Pure Purple Crystal

The Lord Bless & Keep You!
This year – we are using the blessing from Numbers 6:24-26 as a series of themes for our Leaguer
articles. The Lord bless you and keep you is verse 24 and is the first of the series. As I thought about the
theme and how to approach this article – I was challenged to think about blessings in a way that didn’t just
talk about our “material” blessings – because often – that’s what people think about when you talk about
blessings. I began writing this article several times and was unsuccessful in my approach – I wanted to
explore how the Lord blesses and keeps each one of us. In the end – what you read in this article is God
once again blessing me by speaking through His Word and showing me a few more ways that I am blessed
as I seek His guidance through the Word.
Blessings: Ok – so there is the obvious – our material blessings. Some of us have more “material”
things than others – but we do have blessings. I was blessed by much bounty from by garden this year, I
am blessed to have a good job, a good boss and wonderful co-workers. I am blessed with family and
friends. I am blessed to live in a country where we have the freedom to live out my faith life without fear.
These are all wonderful things – but from my perspective quite obvious. Are there other ways the Lord
blesses and keeps us? I think the answer is yes – many, many more – just some are given below.
Blessing #1: God seeks us out to have a relationship with us – it isn’t up to us. God’s seeking started
from the very beginning when God was walking in the garden and said “Where are you?” to Adam and Eve
in Genesis 3:9. I’m sure God, who is omnipotent, omnipresent, and omniscient, already knew the answer
to His question, He knew they were hiding because they had sinned and knew that they had sinned. They
were afraid. However – He was reaching out and seeking His fallen creation, He was showing them love.
Yes, God seeks us – even when we aren’t all that interested or are scared to seek Him. That is one of God’s
wonderful blessings. He seeks us and He keeps us in His care. We are the Lord’s children and He is the
perfect parent to care for us. What a wonderful blessing that is.
Blessing #2: Sometimes I think we forget how present God is in our daily lives. He is a God who cares
about the everyday details. He watches over our coming and our going now and forevermore (Psalm
121:8). How wonderful is it to know that God is watching over everything we do and guiding us along the
way? We sometimes mess up (ok – maybe more often than not) – but He is there to watch and to guide as
we seek Him as He seeks us. What a wonderful blessing that is.
Blessing #3: He is patient with us to share who He is with others, so that no one will perish. (The Lord
is not slow in keeping his promise, as some of you understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 2 Peter 3:9). Wow – am I glad God is
patient with me. So many times I don’t share the Hope that I have in Jesus and I should. Sometimes I
don’t step out of my comfort zone and approach someone in need of care. Even so, the Lord blesses me
with patience. What a wonderful blessing that is.
In closing, I want you to know that “you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A
PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9. By what Christ has done for us at the cross, we have
become His chosen people, His sons and daughters, princes and princesses. He goes before us and fights
our battles, He watches our coming and our going, and He seeks us out to have a relationship with Him.
What a wonderful set of blessings those are for us. As you are in the Word and partake of His sacrament –
also the wonderful blessings He provides, remember He is seeking you and wants to build a relationship
with you. What a wonderful blessing that is.
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Blessings

Mites Update from President Crystal

“The Lord bless you and keep you” … we hear these
words every Sunday and
frequently, we are so
VP Christian Life
busy getting ready to
LaDonna Stanosheck
701 N. Maple
leave church, that we
Osmond, NE 68765
402-748-3843
don’t really listen to
lmstano@gmail.com
them. What grace …
that the Lord would
bless us. What grace … that He would want to keep us
close to Him. That He would care enough about us, to
want to bless us. This past year I have received so many
blessings in the form of prayers, kind words, hugs, cards;
so many I cannot count them. I never knew how many
“people blessings” God had placed in my life. They were
there to hold me up, give me strength and courage, and to
help me see that I truly have been blessed. These
blessings in my life have enabled me to go forward and
see some of God’s “plans I have for you; plans to give you
hope and a future.” Even in the worst of circumstances,
God shows us the blessings He has placed all around us,
and how through those blessings, He “keeps” us close to
Him. Through their many prayers, I have been able to
smile again and move forward. And I hope I have learned
to appreciate my blessings and share my blessings, and
that I may hold up in prayer those who are suffering too.
So next Sunday at the end of service, listen to the
departing blessing and smile at how God sends you off
into the world. And to each of my purple sisters in
Christ…the Lord bless and keep you!

At Convention – our Purple Silent Auction and
Rock-A-Thon raised enough funds for us to be
able to present our two final Mission Projects
for the 2014-2016 Biennium. It is with great
joy that I was able to meet President Richard
Snow here in Omaha to present him with the
payment for Care for Church Workers Mission
Grant. Additionally, I was able to present the
2016-2018 YWR Mission Grant for the
Nebraska District Youth Gathering at the same
time! The following week – I was able to
present Bruce Wall, Executive Director of
Camp Luther the Hispanic Youth Leadership
and Discipleship Mission Grant. There was a
lot of excitement from Bruce and President
Snow as they are now able to carry out the work
that was identified in the mission grants. It is
your dedication to giving to Mites that allows
these mission projects to happen.

President Crystal and Rev. Snow

Pen Pointers
Send all news items and sharp color or black and
white photos to:
Linda Dammann, 1115 Carriage Rd., Papillion, NE
68046-2803 (402) 290-4524 llssddam1@gmail.com

Leaguer deadline: February 15, 2017

Bruce Wall and President Crystal
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ArchivistHistorian

Jeanette Groppe
650 Bridge St. Box 216
Scribner, NE 68057
402.664.2430
jmygrop@yahoo.com

Blessed by Trusting

“But blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose
confidence is in him. He will be like a tree planted by the
water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has
no worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear
At the last board meeting, zone presidents were
fruit.” Jeremiah 17:7-8
given directions to be sure to send the minutes
I don’t know about you but trees
from fall rallies to me, the district
are
some of my favorite creations to
archivist/historian, asap. Shortly after I got home I
was able to once again open my e-mail and I had
admire and enjoy no matter the
received an e-mail from the national
season. Trees provide shade,
archivist/historian with changes. So now – DO
shelter, beauty, and even give off
NOT SEND ME THE MINUTES FROM THE FALL
live sustaining oxygen. This time
RALLY.
of year, the different colors remind
There are changes that will affect all levels of
us of how beautiful God’s creation really is. But as I
LWML.
dwell on these verses, the imagery of putting our
Societies –will not send anything to the zone
complete trust and confidence in God really is like a tree.
archivist unless you are specifically requested.
A strong root system keeps a tree healthy in good weather
Keep in your local files: executive board minutes,
and bad weather. As we endure blessings and challenges
meeting minutes, treasurer's reports, year books,
in life, it is so important for us to not put our faith in
society reports, pictures, properly filed and
identified and your local history.
mankind and ourselves but deepen our relationship and
Zones – will keep only zone information,
faith in God. We can draw from the waters of our
including the obvious; minutes, reports, pictures,
relationships with others, spending time in the Word, and
zone history. Do not send anything to the district
celebrating the Sacraments. Even when we endure
historian/archivist. If I want to do a display on
troubles by keeping our faith in Christ we experience the
zones, I will request information from you.
fruits of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
IF a church does close, it is the duty of the local
gentleness and self-control. Because of Christ we can
society to get all their files to the district
overcome the challenges of this world and not rely on
archivist/historian. They will be stored in the
mankind or ourselves to solve every problem. Every day
archives in Seward. These are not stored with
it is easy to be preoccupied with the things we have to do,
church archives. The LWML is responsible for
the things we worry about and things we really don’t
them.
If a society becomes inactive it will depend upon
have any control over. Be thankful and trust in God and
the situation as to whether they keep their files or
His Peace will give you strength and comfort as we grow
if they go to Seward.
more confident and excited about our eternal home and
At this point, I have not found any inactive files
not the circumstances of this world. And let us cling to
at Seward and I know there are several churches
the promises found in the Benediction, “The Lord bless
that have closed and several societies that are not
you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you
active. I would appreciate any information any
and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with
one may have on any of these societies.
favor and give you peace.”
Please contact me if you have any questions or
Yours in Christ, Karla Koehler, Recording Secretary
any information.
Other LWML Nebraska North 2016-2017 scholarship recipients:
(pictures not provided)
 Matthew Albright, Concordia Seminary, St Louis
 George Albert Caamal, Concordia University, Seward
 Trevor Freudenberg, Concordia Seminary, St Louis
 Kelly Jacob, Concordia Seminary, St Louis
 Paul Nelson, Concordia University, Seward
 Arrin Rathke, Concordia University, Seward
 Jordan Schut, Concordia University, Seward
 Michael Winckler, Concordia University, Seward
 Adam Woldt, Concordia Seminary, St Louis
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Pastoral
Counselor's
Message

Bless the People

When the Lord God told Moses that Aaron and his sons should bless the
people of Israel, the blessing given was this: “The Lord bless you and keep
Pastor Barry Williams
you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the
82660 547th Avenue
Madison, NE 68748
Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers
402.454.2086
bawillia1@excite.com
6:24-26) What a wonderful way to leave worship and enter the mission
field that is our neighborhoods and towns and world. With the Lord’s
blessing, we are equipped for whatever the day brings.
As I write this article, I have received great, good news, the birth of a healthy granddaughter! Yes, the Lord is
good, and He indeed blesses us. It seems not so long ago that the Lord gave the mother of this child to me to
protect and raise and love. And now she is a mother like her mother. Oh the blessings God gives in such tiny
bundles.
That is our God, always loving, always blessing as He comes to us where we are because we are not able to
come to Him. And He came to us in that most unusual way for Almighty God. He came to us in His Son as a
tiny bundle conceived and born to be held for a moment as He made preparations to hold us forever.
As I knew when I held my daughter and now my granddaughter, I am not able to guard them from danger this
world holds. Only their heavenly Father is able to deliver them from sin and death and the power of the devil.
That is why we bring these tiny bundles to the baptismal font. As the Lord calls us, so we come to receive His
blessing in baptism. “The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off-- for all whom the
Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:39) There, by His Word, our Lord calls them His own, washes away their sins,
and covers them in Jesus’ righteousness. By the blood of our crucified and risen Savior, they have the Lord’s
blessing in baptism. “Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we have been united with
him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.” (Romans 6:3-5)
Praise be to God for all His blessings, especially the blessing of His son who died and rose again for our
salvation. Amen.
Whenever the words “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” are said a certain tune from the anthem we sang in choir
years ago goes through my mind. This was not a particularly easy song to sing for us especially when we got to the
“amens” at the end, but it was very satisfying as a choir member to have a
VP Gospel Outreach
special part that no one else had. To make the song end well it was important
Betty Poppe
to bring out that part while blending in with the rest of the choir, and get ready
1380 County Road C
for the final “amen” when we quietly together again ended the anthem.
Scribner, NE 68507
In this office there have been many wishes of God’s Blessings given to me as
402- 333-6953
betlowpop@yahoo.com
people have written with thank you’s for grants received, or just for
consideration of a grant. It would be fitting for each of you who give the mites
for these important mission projects to receive the wishes, and often the
people writing the final reports etc. do ask that their appreciation be extended to NE North LWML. May God Bless You!
Each society is to be given a copy of the “link up” poster for this biennium regarding the mission grants from the
district. This time it is a simple time line drawn from top to bottom along which are written the project grants which we
are supporting. The time line begins with our fiscal year which begins on April 1st. Again during this biennium we started
the year by paying off the final two grants from the last biennium. We have paid for the new teen grant and YWR grant,
along with the scholarships for students who are going into church work. We now hope to pay our first mission grant
(according to the number of votes received at convention) to Mission Central fairly soon. This grant ($10,000) will go to
the missionaries it will most benefit at the time it is received. The next grant ($10,000) will go to “At Ease” –Ministry for
Veterans, Active Military and their Loved Ones, a program from Lutheran Family Services of Nebraska. This grant is given
to help with this program, which according to their request is, “to supply faithful comfort to our nation’s veterans, active
military and their loved ones.”
As we each have our parts to play in the LWML may we all come together and give of our bounty for the missions we
have selected, so we can finish in unison with a nice quiet “Amen”!
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Financial Report
Quarter 2, July - September, 2016
Miscellaneous Offerings for Quarterlies/Leaguers
Meadow Grove, St Matthew LA ................................................ $108.00
Fremont, Trinity
........................................................... 156.00
Norfolk, Christ Ladies Circle ........................................................... 5.00
Orchard, St. Peter’s LA ........................................................... 135.00
Wakefield, Immanuel LA ............................................................. 16.50
Pender, St. John LWML/LA .......................................................... 93.50
West Point, St. Paul LWML .......................................................... 39.00
Wisner, St. Paul DOR
............................................................. 82.50

TOTAL QUARTERLY/LEAGUER OFFERINGS ................. $635.50

Memorials
Deloris Tonjes
Imogene Samuelson
Carolyn Kraemer
Elaine Schmeckpeper
Anita Busch
Bernice Hoestje
Dennis Von Segern
Anne Ecktenkamp

West Point, St Paul................................... $20.00
Wakefield, St John LA ................................ 25.00
Wakefield, St John LA ................................ 25.00
Norfolk, Our Savior Tabitha ........................ 10.00
Norfolk, Christ Circle................................ * 10.00
Wahoo, Our Redeemer Lydia ..................... 10.00
Scribner, St Peter Bible Study ................. * 70.00
West Point, St Paul..................................... 20.00

TOTAL MEMORIALS ............................................................ $110.00
* included in Mites total

Send your mites to:
Shelley Freudenburg
700 W Omaha Ave., Ste B
Norfolk, NE 68701
Shell844@telebeep.com
Please include the voucher.

Mite Offerings
Mites ................................................................................... $9,306.26
Special Offering........................................................................ 254.02
Convention Offering ................................................................... 59.50
Memorials .................................................................................. 80.00
Donations ................................................................................. 115.00
TOTAL MITES .................................................................... $9,814.78

Miscellaneous Income
Convention Offering
........................................................... $50.00
LWML Store Sales
............................................................. 31.50
Transfer from LCEF
........................................................ 2,232.00
Payment in Kind to Mites....................................................... (175.50)
TOTAL MISCELLANEOUS ................................................ $2,313.50
TOTAL RECEIPTS ........................................................... $12,793.78
Interest (July - September) ........................................................... 3.42
TOTAL QUARTER 2 RECEIPTS ...................................... $12,877.20

National 2015-2017 Biennium
Mission Goal: $2 million
Clean Water and Evangelism Ministry ........................................ $50,000
Disaster Response Trailers .......................................................... $80,000
Cancer Care Packages — Phil's Friends ...................................... $50,000
Renovation of JEM Seminary Buildings ................................... $120,000
Redeeming Life Maternity Home .............................................. $100,000
Hope and Healing to the Navajo People ...................................... $75,000
Outreach in Refugee Camps — Lebanon .................................... $72,000
Lutheran Family Services Healthy Families ................................ $60,000
LCMS Global Seminary Initiative ............................................. $100,000
Training Teachers and Leaders .................................................. $100,000
Opportunities in Uganda ............................................................ $100,000
"In Their Hands and Upon Their Hearts" .................................... $50,000
"We Are God's Workmanship" .................................................... $32,500
Bringing the Gospel to the Lost Sheep of Israel ........................ $100,000
Helping Hands Initiative ............................................................ $100,000
Deaconess Training ..................................................................... $90,000
Lutheran Youth Corps ................................................................. $25,000
Providing Hope for Detroit ........................................................ $100,000
Rosa Young Academies (Partial)............................................ $14,063.94

District Mission Grant Goal for 2016 – 2018 ........ $87,000
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Mission Central Current Missionary Need –
The Time is Now ......................................................... $10,000
At Ease – Ministry for Veterans, Active Military
and their Loved Ones .................................................. $10,000
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis Food Bank.................... $6,000
Widow’s Self Employment Project – Milk Society ......... $2,000
Columbus Lutheran Hispanic Ministry ........................ $10,000
Spanish Bibles with Small Catechism for the
Americas ....................................................................... $7,500
Professional Church Workers in Crisis Retreat ............. $3,500
Camp Luther Mission Leader Development .................. $9,000

2016-2017 Scholarships .................................................... $14,500
2017-2018 Scholarships .................................................... $14,500
Young Women Representatives
District Youth Gathering Servant Event Support paid .......... $2,016
Teen LWML
Camp Luther – His Kids Scholarships for Campers paid ........ $216

Calendar of Events

Pajama Prayer Party, Peace Lutheran, Grand Island, NE............ April 22, 2017
National LWML Conv, Albuquerque, NM .............................. June 22-25, 2017
NE North District Conv, Norfolk, NE ................................... June 15 – 16, 2018
National LWML Conv, Birmingham, AL .................................. June 27-30, 2019
National LWML Conv, Lexington, KY ...................................... June 24-27, 2021
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Scholarships
Tyler Raabe
I want to thank you so much for your generosity in
giving me the financial support of $1000 for the
2016/17 school year! It means so much to me that you
want to help in my future endeavors for church work!
I want to thank you and the entire Nebraska North
District LWML! It means a lot knowing that you
wanted to help ease my financial burden making my
path to graduation so much easier!
Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church, Omaha
Concordia University – Seward
I am going into secondary education with emphasis’ in
History and Theology. I’m planning on getting my
Lutheran Teacher degree and teaching at private
schools.
Again thank you so much for considering me for this
award and making it easier for me to achieve my goals
of becoming a Lutheran School teacher. I will be
praying for the Nebraska North LWML and your
generosity is so much appreciated!
April Bayer
Zion St. John Lutheran Church,
Wisner
Concordia University – Seward
Teaching language arts classes to
middle or secondary level students
at a Lutheran school
I have entered into my final year at Concordia
University and am student teaching this semester! It's
a busy and exciting time! However, I know this
experience would not be possible without your
support. Three years in a row I have been blessed in
receiving scholarships from our district. You all have
helped to continue to make my dreams of teaching
become a reality. So thank you, from the depths of my
heart!
Paighton N. Barbre
Immanuel Lutheran Church
Concordia University –Seward
Go into education as a High
School art teacher. I also hope to
someday be able to go into art
therapy for kids with ADD and
ADHD, all while spreading the word of God.
I wanted to say thank you to the Nebraska North
District LWML for the generous gift of this
scholarship. It is greatly appreciated. Thank you for
your continued support of those pursuing careers in
church work and supporting the training of those who
wish to spread God's love.

Michaela Jean Curran
Our Redeemer Lutheran, Wahoo
Concordia University – Seward
I am currently in my final
semester at Concordia where I
am pursuing a degree in
secondary math education, with a
minor in theology. This semester I am doing my
student teaching experiences. My first placement is at
David City Public schools where I teach 7th-12th
math. My second placement is at Lincoln Lutheran
where I will teach both middle and high school math
classes, as well. It is my hope to teach math in either a
Lutheran or Public school, as I have always enjoyed
working with children and I feel that God has blessed
me with the talents to do so. Besides teaching, I would
like to coach cross country and track, as I am an avid
runner. Through teaching and coaching I hope to share
the love of Christ with my students and help them to
grow not only academically, but spiritually, as well.

Greg Schaffer
Immanuel Lutheran, Tilden
Concordia Seminary - St. Louis
Parish pastor
I received word that I was awarded
student aid for the 2016-2017 school
year. Thank you very much for your
generosity, it is greatly appreciated. Without support
like this there is no way that my family and I are able
to be here in St. Louis, allowing me to pursue the
necessary education to serve God's people as a pastor.

Caleb Haack
Hello, my name is Caleb Haack and
I am a senior at Concordia
University, Nebraska. I am
studying Theology in the DCE
program and am very much looking
forward to serving the Lord in
ministry in a called position. My home congregation is
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church is La Vista,
Nebraska. Thank you so much for providing me with
your generous scholarship to assist me in continuing
my education.
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