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CONVENTION CENTRAL EDITION
Website:  lwmlnebraskanorth.org
Facebook:  Nebraska North District LWML

Friday and Saturday
June 26-27, 2026

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
 11204 S. 204  St., Gretnath

This newsletter is what we are calling Convention
Central! Here, we hope you will find all the
information you will need to learn about what will be
happening at Nebraska North District convention.

You will find the registration form, hotel information,
speakers, and so much more. We hope having this all
in one location will be of value to you. 

Special Edition Convention 2026

THEME Verse:  As each has received a gift, use it to serve

one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace . 
(1 Peter 4:10)
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If you’ve been to a convention before, you know how worth your
time it will be for the fun, fellowship, and inspiration that takes
place. If you’ve not been before, you should come! Here is some
information for you to be prepared. 

It should be no surprise that the LWML spends time in Bible Study, and for many
women, this is the best part of any LWML gathering. 

All voting is done by the delegates, and each group has the privilege of sending

two delegates.

Each Zone President will process in on Friday morning carrying a quilt from her
zone. 

 We will worship together in a communion service on Saturday morning.

Our ingathering will be for the Wee Lambs Preschool at Good Shepherd. Items
needed are listed on the next page.

There will be an opportunity on Friday to participate in Servant Events.

We love to hear speakers tell how our mites served them in their ministry of
sharing God’s love, so watch for the Mites in Action speakers!

The LWML store will be there, so you can stock up on the items you know and
love.

The Purple Auction is always a fun time to bid on some amazing treasures. See
the article on p.7 for details!

Election of new officers and pastoral counselor for 2026-2028 will take place.
See the nominees beginning on page 8.



It’s hard to believe it’s been almost two years since our last district convention! I look forward to
seeing everyone in Gretna in June. Our ingathering will focus on support of Wee Lambs
Preschool at Good Shepherd. 

They are asking for specific items from the Lakeshore Learning Store, which you can visit from
this site: https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/my-shoppinglist-page/gl1213727045/?
utm_source=share&utm_medium=share_link&utm_campaign=shoppinglist

Gift cards from Lakeshore Learning, Walmart, Target or Amazon are also welcome. Please
indicate $ amount on card.

Thank you! Thank you!

Meta Barnett-Vice President of Human Care

Each LWML group can send ANY number of young women! The more, the merrier!

Show your excitement about the upcoming convention. Encourage these ladies to learn
about LWML while spending time with other young women. Support them financially by
paying for part or all of their costs to attend the convention. There will be time for being
involved in convention proceedings, time for servant events, and time to just have fun and
laugh while making friends with others who love their Lord and want to serve Him. Their
two days and one night will be full of faith-filled activities. 

Who do you  know who is 18-40 years old who would want to learn what LWML is all about?

Encourage them to attend!!!

Young Women from ALL LWML groups
 (and group congregations)

are invited to attend!

Convention Ingathering

https://www.lakeshorelearning.com/my-shoppinglist-page/gl1213727045/?


DRAFT AGENDA FOR CONVENTION 2026

Thursday
BOD members only

Friday
7AM Registration in Mission Activity Center entry

9:30 AM Convention begins
 Keynote speaker Donna Snow 

LWML National representative, Karol Selle
Gifts of Love representative, Carol VonSoosten

Mission grant speakers from: 
FORWARD of Lincoln;

Mission Central 
Bible study #1

Greetings from President Bull, CUNE
 Introduction of nominees and voting

Servant events in the afternoon
Friday evening dinner followed by Music Bingo

Saturday
9:30 AM Opening Worship with communion

Keynote speaker Donna Snow
Mission grant speakers from: 

Immigrant Ministry Outreach to Muslim women
Orphan Grain Train

Bible study #2
Greetings from LCMS Nebraska District Office, LWML NE South, LLL 

Announcement of mission grants, 
elected officers and installation.

Convention Offerings
#1 FRIDAY MORNING:  

FOR DISTRICT MITE GOAL

#2 FRIDAY AFTERNOON: 
GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH 

FOR USE OF FACILITIES

#3 SATURDAY MORNING: 
DIVIDED BETWEEN CONCORDIA SCHOOLS

 AND ST.  MARK SCHOOL 
IN OMAHA/SARPY ZONES

Please do not bring coins for the offerings; that
makes it much easier for the tellers to count.

Reaching Out with God’s Love
in a Safe Place — FORWARD, a
Ministry of Trinity Lutheran
Church, Lincoln, Nebraska

Pastor Steve Schulz and Gary
Thies of Mission Central

Georgette and Nadar Alaraj, of
Immigrant Ministry, reaching
out to Muslim women

 Orphan Grain Train 

Mission Grant
Recipient Speakers:



Mission Grants Ballot
Pam Williams, Vice President of Gospel Outreach

lwmlpam@gmail.com

Here is what our delegates will be voting on, with a proposed
budget of $87,000 for the 2026-2028 Biennium, which includes

 Scholarships for Church workers $33,500 
and Mission Grants $53,500

YWR mission grant for $2026, voted on by the YWRsYWR mission grant for $2026, voted on by the YWRs
  

Assure Women’s CenterAssure Women’s Center

oror

Project HarmonyProject Harmony

YWR mission grant for $2026, voted on by the YWRs
 

Assure Women’s Center
or

Project Harmony

# 1
# 2
# 3
# 4
# 5
# 6
# 7
# 8
# 9
#10

#11
#12

$ 10,000
$   5,000
$   8,000
$ 10,000
$    7,500
$   8,500
$   8,000
$ 10,000
$ 10,000
$.  5,000

$ 10,000
$.  5,000

Camp Luther Gerwick Kitchen Remodel
Nourishing Bodies and Souls in Haiti – Trinity HOPE
Reaching Distant Nations: Open Doors for Gospel Proclamation (MOST)
Gospel Access for Aging Adults (Worship Anew)
“Daughters of the Savior, Depending on the Savior” Wives of Pastors Retreats
Listen! Listen, God Is Calling in Tanzania (Lutheran Heritage Foundation)
Down Syndrome Life Advocacy & Adoption Initiative (LFS) 
Program Plans and Materials for Hispanic Outreach (Siouxland)
Jesus Our Savior Lutheran Preschool Tuition Assistance
Facilitating Lifelong Christian Family Disciples (Concordia Center for the
Family)
Building beds for kids who have none (Sleep in Heavenly Peace) S. Sioux City
Ministry Scholarships for Shepherd’s Canyon Retreats

TOTAL $97,000

A PowerPoint presentation will be available on the district website that  describes the
grant with pictures representing it. If you don’t have internet access, please ask your

church office, a friend or grandchildren to show it to you. The website is
www.lwmlnebraskanorth.org

www.lwmlnebraskanorth.org


Blocks of rooms reserved under Group Name
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
Rooms/rates will be held until May 25. 

Holiday Inn Express
16175 Stevens Point Circle
Gretna, NE 68028
402-504-3716
$189 2 queen beds
$179 King Bed

Hampton Inn
17606 Arbor Plaza
Omaha, NE
402-330-9500
$160 for 2 queens or king

Comfort Inn Suites West
2500 S 192nd Ave
Omaha, NE 68130
402-281-2835
$129.99 for 2 queens
$159.99 for King

Comfort Inn Suites LaVista
8121 Eastport Parkway 
LaVista NE 68128
402-505-7333
Group Name: LWML Convention
$114.99 Thursday night for 2 queen or king
$159.00 Friday night for 2 queen or king

You are encouraged to reserve your room early 
due to a number of athletic tournaments in the area.

Convention Lodging Servant Events
Servant events will take place at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church on Friday
afternoon.

Bibles for prison ministry - marking
scripture verses

Thank you cards for our military

Cards for Phil’s friends - notes for cancer
patients

Greeting card crosses for China
missionary Carol Holter 

Convention Registration 
Scholarships

Scholarships covering the $50
convention registration fee are
available by contacting President
LaDonna Stanosheck at
lmstano@gmail.com. This is a
confidential process for anyone
wishing to attend convention but
having difficulty with funds.
Scholarships are limited and will be
provided on a first requested basis. 



Extend Your Mite Giving Through the Purple Auction
Would you like another way to extend your mite giving at convention? One simple and creative
way is by bringing an item or two for the Purple Auction. All proceeds from this special silent
auction will be given toward the Mite Offering Goal.

There are many ways you or your group can participate. Consider bringing:
Themed gift baskets — movie night, Italian dinner, chocolate lovers, or other fun ideas
Purple items — vases, bowls, jewelry, scarves, or other purple treasures
Christian resources — new Bible studies, devotionals, Bibles, or faith-based books
Homemade crafts or handwork — quilts, table runners, embroidered towels, or other
handmade items
Food items — canned goods, baked treats, cookies, or sourdough bread

You may bring an item individually, or your group may work together to create a basket. Use your
imagination and enjoy finding creative ways to contribute.

If you plan to bring an item, please contact Crystal Miller (neccmiller@gmail.com) at least one
week before convention to let her know what donation you or your group will be bringing. This
will allow silent auction bid sheets to be prepared ahead of time and help ensure there is
adequate space prepared for displaying items at the Purple Auction.

As we bring these gifts, we are reminded that God often multiplies even the smallest offerings
for His work.

Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to
the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all
generations, forever and ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20–21).

Purple Auction, Crystal Miller

From the Board of Directors
The LWML we know and love today is built on the foundation laid by dear
women over the past 80 years. District endowments afford us the
opportunity in this generation to continue building on that foundation and
secure LWML’s future for our daughters, granddaughters and future
generations! An endowment fund can be the lifeblood of a nonprofit
organization’s longevity, and Biblically-based endowment funds emphasize
biblical stewardship and faithful commitment to the Lord and His
promises.



2026 Nominees

Rev. John Gierke
West Point Zone 
Pastoral Counselor 

Rev. Gierke is pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church in West Point. He is a
graduate of Concordia, Seward and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis . He has 
served congregations in Arkansas and Tennessee. Since 1996 he has served 
as advisor to several local groups. He previously served as the LWML 
pastoral counselor for the Mid-South District as well as LCMS Mid-South 
District secretary and 2nd vice- president. During his time in the Mid-South District he
also served on the constitution committee and as circuit visitor. Rev. Gierke was co-
pastoral advisor for the host committee for the LWML national convention in Omaha in
2025 and in Oklahoma in 2003. He has authored Bible studies for the LWML Quarterly and
for the LWML 75th anniversary book. Rev. Gierke currently serves on the LCMS NE District
constitution committee. He has been married to Tonya for 21 yrs and has a son, Nicholas,
19. His hobbies include history, outdoors, travel, LEGOS, space/astronomy, woodworking,
and his dog and cat. 

Rev. Ryan Masur 
Sarpy Zone 
Pastoral Counselor 

Rev. Masur is pastor of First Lutheran Church in Plattsmouth. This is his first call
after serving his vicarage at Zion, Pierce. He is a graduate of Concordia, Seward
and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  Rev. Masur is the LWML counselor for the
Sarpy zone. He has been married to Kari for 7 years. They have two sons: 2 year
old August and newborn Brayden. He enjoys woodworking, gardening, reading,
watching football and spending time with family. 

Tonya Waite
Omaha Zone
President

Tonya Waite is a member of King of Kings Northwest, Omaha. She is co-chair
of the NE North District convention. She has served her local group as
president and secretary as well as Omaha zone president. At the district
level Tonya has been a YWR and a member of the Teen Task Force and
structure committee. She has performed as the Humorous Interrupter at
district convention. She has national experience as a YWR and at Assembly
of Leaders. For the 2025 national convention in Omaha, Tonya was co-chair
of servant events. She works as a dining room manager. Her hobbies include
collecting/designing Christmas trees, boating and camping. Tonya is a proud
mom to three daughters: April, Becky and Cayla.



Pam Williams
Norfolk Zone
President

Pam is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Madison. She is the current VP 
of Gospel Outreach and has served as VP of Human Care (now Special Focus 
Ministry) and as a member of the Human Care committee. She has been 
president and vice-president of her zone and president and secretary/
treasurer of her group. Pam was the Information Kiosk Director at the national 
convention in Omaha. She is a retired RN. She earned her Parish Nursing Certification and is 
an AgriSafe Nurse Scholar. Her family includes husband Rev. Barry, daughters Alaina and Leah,
son Nicholas, their spouses, five granddaughters and one grandson. She enjoys gardening,
cooking and reading but her favorite activity is spending time with her grandchildren. 

Karla Koehler
Plainview Zone
Treasurer

Karla is a member of Golgatha Lutheran Church in Wausa. She is 
the treasurer of the Plainview zone. She has served the district as
financial secretary and recording secretary. Nationally she has been 
treasurer, chair of the structure committee and chair of the golf outing for the 2025 Omaha
convention. She has a MBA from the University of Indiana and is a CPA and Certified Fraud
Examiner. She works as a Revenue Tax Specialist Sr. Karla has been married to Russ for 40
years. They have two children, Kara and Matt. Her hobbies include reading, knitting, walking
and spending time with family and friends. 

Linsey Keseman
Norfolk Zone
VP of Organizational Resources 
Linsey is a member of Grace Lutheran in Norfolk. She has served as a 
district YWR in 2024 and a national YWR in 2025. She is employed as a 
teacher. She earned a bachelor’s degree in secondary education and a 
master’s in school counseling. Linsey and husband Andrew have been married 10 years and are
parents to James, John and Jesse. In her free time she enjoys reading, crafts, movies and travel.

Kinsey Pasold
Norfolk Zone
VP of Organizational Resources 

Kenzie is a member of Christ Lutheran in Norfolk where she works as 
communications director for the church and school. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in Christian Leadership with an emphasis in psychology. 
She has used her organizational and extensive technology skills in projects 



for her local group as well as for the 2024 district convention in Norfolk. She has attended
conventions as a district and a national YWR and co-chaired the district YWR event. Kenzie
has a passion for encouraging young women in their faith. She and husband Garret have two
boys: Harrison, age 6 and Parker, 9 months. She enjoys event planning, thrift shopping and
being a boy mom. 

Deb Gutz
Plainview Zone
VP of Gospel Outreach
Deb is a member of Immanuel, Osmond where she works as the 
administrative assistant. She earned an AA from NECC in Norfolk. She is 
president of her group and has held this office several times as well as 
being treasurer. She is the current district Meeting Manager and has 
previously held offices of treasurer and VP of Servant Resources. For the 
national Omaha convention she was the Personnel Resources Coordinator. 
Deb has attended five past national conventions. She and Phil have been married 44 years
and have three adult children: Tricia, Ryan and Aaron. She enjoys traveling, reading and
spending time with grandchildren.

Debbie Rector
Fremont Zone
VP of Gospel Outreach
Debbie is a member of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Arlington. She is the 
president of her local group. Debbie is a retired RN, having received her 
BSN from Midland University and MSN from Nebraska Wesleyan University. 
She and her husband Berwyn of 43 years are parents to Jeremy and 
Jonathan. Her hobbies include canning, sewing and visiting grandchildren. 

Jessie Rinke
Omaha Zone
VP of Organizational Resources
Jessie is a member of King of Kings, Omaha. She has been involved with 
LWML for 10 years. She was a YWR in 2019. She is zone secretary and 
served as director of the LWML store at the 2025 national convention in
Omaha. Jessie works as the nursing manager for Veterinary Emergency 
Group. Her family includes husband Kurt, sons Kellen and Ahren, daughter
Deven, and stepson Tyler, his wife Taylor and 2 children. In her free time 
she is very involved with the food ministry at King of Kings and is a member of
the Christian Veterinary Mission (worldwide veterinary mission work).
 



Marianne Slama
Fremont Zone
Nominations Committee

Amanda Gehring
Columbus Zone
Nominations Committee

Amanda is a member of Immanuel, Columbus. She is new to LWML,
having joined this past year and attending the zone spring rally. She 
works in healthcare. Amanda is very involved in church activities
including choir, handbells, Sunday School, service video tech, youth
fundraising and funeral committee. She enjoys watching and playing a
variety of sports with pickleball being a new favorite.

Marianne is a member of King of Kings, Fremont. She has held the offices 
of vice-president and treasurer for her local group and has been Mission
Service and Christian Growth chairman. She was co-chair for the NE North
District convention in 2006 and a delegate to the national convention in 
San Jose, CA in 2001. Marianne is past zone president and vice-president. 
She is a past district president, VP of Servant Resources, financial
secretary, and member of the Endowment and Nomination committees. She is supposed
to be retired but she and husband of 57 years, Woody, own two businesses. Their family
includes daughter Sherrie, son Chris, 12 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren. She enjoys
bowling, reading, cross stitch, canning and being with her family. 

Helen is a member of Immanuel, Atkinson. She is the treasurer of both 
her local group and the Ainsworth zone. She is widowed after 11 years of 
marriage. She earned a BA in business from Wayne State College and is 
retired. Her hobbies include reading, sewing and woodworking. 

Helen Olson
Ainsworth Zone
Nominations Committee



Ann is a member of Christ Lutheran Church, Norfolk. She has served as 
co- president and secretary numerous times for her local group and at 
the district level was a member of the 2024 district convention planning 
committee held in Norfolk. She was the administrative assistant for the 
planning committee for the 2025 national convention held in Omaha.
Ann is a retired RN, graduating from Nebraska Methodist School of
Nursing and Bellevue University with a degree in Human Relations. She has been married to
Gary for 52 years and has two married daughters, Kristin and Sara, and three grandsons.

Danita Diamond
Omaha Zone
Nominations Committee

Danita is a member of King of Kings Northwest, Omaha. She is a new
member to LWML and got involved volunteering at the Omaha national
convention in 2025. She works as a Family & Consumer Science teacher 
at Bennington Middle School. She earned a BS in Home Economics 
from UNL. Danita and husband Brendon are parents to Gabrielle,
Elizabeth, Cooper and Carter. She enjoys cooking and sewing.

Jan Goetz
Plainview Zone
Nominations Committee

Jan is a member of Zion, Plainview. She has been an active member of her 
local group for over 40 years. She earned a secretarial certificate from 
NE Tech but is now retired. She and husband Henry are parents to Jeffery, 
Troy and Christopher. She enjoys sewing, baking and spending time with 
grandchildren. 

Ann Steckelberg
Norfolk Zone
Nominations Committee



Rhonda Sebade
Wayne Zone
Nominations Committee

Rhonda is a member of Grace, Wayne. She is the current vice- president 
of her local group and has been president, secretary and Christian 
Growth chairman. Rhonda  has held zone offices of president,
vice-president, secretary, treasurer and Christian 
Growth chairman. She has served as district secretary and VP of 
Communication. Rhonda is a retired LPN. She and husband Ron are 
parents to Chad, Heather(in heaven), Holly, Robyn, Jessica and Christopher. She enjoys
quilting, sewing, flower gardening and spending time with grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

Maren Reppert
West Point Zone
Nominations Committee

Maren is a member of St. Paul, West Point. She is the treasurer of both 
her local group and the West Point zone. She has previously served as 
president and secretary of her group. She is a retired RN. She is 
widowed and the mother of six adult children: Tim, Serena, Tricia, 
Jackie, Travis and Traci. She enjoys Bible study, reading, her pet dogs 
and cats, bird feeders and spending time with children and 
grandchildren.

Lisa is a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran in Gretna. She is 
president of her local group and is the secretary of the Sarpy zone. 
She has been president of the Omaha zone. Lisa is the chair of the 
district Endowment Committee and co-chair of the 2026 NE North 
convention. She has previously held district offices of president and VP of Gospel Outreach.
She also served on the national Gospel Outreach committee. Lisa has a degree in education
from Concordia University and was preschool director at Good Shepherd for 20 years. She
currently works in volunteer coordinating and marketing for Carol Joy Holling Camp. She and
husband Craig have been married for 42 years and have three adult children: Tyler, Jordan
and Kari. They have eight grandchildren. In her free time, Lisa enjoys cooking, crafts and
being with grandchildren.

Lisa Stirtz
Sarpy Zone
Nominations Committee 







                                                           Registration Deadline: June 1, 2026

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:________________________________________________ Email:_______________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name/Number:_________________________________________________________________________________

Church, Town, Group:__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Special Needs (Diet or physical) ________________________________________________________  

Convention Registration Fee:

Regular Registration (Manual, speakers, etc.)     

Late Registration (June 2-June 26)        

Friday Lunch - Sandwich bar, salads       

Dinner - Country fried steak dinner 

Saturday Lunch - Chicken salad croissant              

                                                          TOTAL PAYMENT ENCLOSED                                      

LWML Nebraska North District

43rd Biennial Convention

June 26-27, 2026

Good Shepherd Lutheran 

 11204 S 204  St. Gretna

th

Check Payable to:  
LWML Nebraska North District 

Mail to:
Pam List

 17106 Pallisades Dr

Omaha, NE 68136

Questions: listpam06@hotmail.com

Please check one:

______ LWML  Delegate

______ LWML Alternate

______ Board of Directors, voting

______ Board of Directors, nonvoting

______ Past District President

 ______Zone President

______ LWML member  (non delegate)

______ Young Women’s Rep

______ Exhibitor 

______ Guest 

______ Teen LWML (no registration fee) 

______ Pastor (no registration fee)

Don’t forget to bring:

Tote to carry your goodies

NO TOTES WILL BE PROVIDED

Covered container for

beverages

Convention lodging - See  page 6  in

this edition for lodging information.

Registration Form:

$50.00         $ ______________

 $70.00         $______________

$ 12.00         $______________

$ 22.00         $______________

$ 12.00          $______________

                        $______________
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